
Abstract Template 

• Abstracts should be between 150-250 words.  

• Abstracts should, like a paper, start general and then shrink to your specific focus/thesis.  

• Abstracts should clearly state what you hope to achieve with your paper and why. 

 

The abstract should start with an introduction to the text you’ve chosen. When was it released? 

What is its BASIC plotline? (DO NOT DETAIL THE ENTIRE PLOT IN YOUR ABSTRACT)  

From there the abstract should explain (BRIEFLY) why this text was chosen. What sort of Black 

Speculative Fiction tale is it? What genre does it fit in? What does it teach readers/viewers? 

Lastly, the abstract should end with at least two (2) sentences that state EXACTLY what you 

hope to achieve with this paper. What are you trying to show/say about the text(s) you’ve 

chosen? Start off this section with the phrase, “This paper will,” as you tell what the paper will 

do.  

 

Sample 

In 2015, a story about five teen boys with a duty to save the world hit bookshelves. That story, 

Legend of the Orange Scepter by author M. Haynes, forced readers to not only meet De, M, Rod, 

Mo, and Don, but also take on their struggles, their insecurities, their fears and their journey. 

This fantasy novel takes readers on an adventure through the world of Colorius, where they 

follow the young Elementals on their journey to learn themselves and become the heroes they are 

destined to be. As a piece of Black Speculative Fiction, however, the book teaches the primary 

lessons of fantasy in a way that is relatable to children of varied backgrounds. By pairing the five 

main characters struggles with a superhero-esque narrative, readers are able to relate to a group 

of Black children in a way that affirms their humanity. This paper will closely analyze Legend of 

the Orange Scepter and its various characters to show how each of them represent a type of child 

that is usually ignored in fantasy works. It will also discuss ways that Legend of the Orange 

Scepter and texts like it can start important conversations about the portrayal of Black children in 

the media. (203 words) 


