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You all have proven skill at crafting an argument on the topic of your choosing thanks to your previous 
writing class. In order to help bridge the gap between that class and this one you will practice that skill 
once again in the form of the Argument Paper. Compared to an Argument Essay an Argument Paper 
requires you to create an argument that relies more heavily on your sources rather than personal 
experience to prove your point(s).  

Also unlike the Argument Essay, topic choices for the Argument Paper are slightly more limited. Rather 
than choose a topic completely of your own creation, you will create an argument about the text 
(television show, book, film, music, or video game) discussed in your Diagnostic Essay. You must use this 
Argument Paper to prove to your audience that this text has value outside of just the sentimental; be 
that educational, representational, or otherwise. You may argue about anything from the show coming 
back to television, to why it was/is better than some of its contemporaries, to why everyone should 
watch this show. Since you must talk about factors other than your nostalgia this paper must be written 
in third person: this means that there should be no I, me, my, mine, you, your, we, our, etc. in the 
paper. As you are writing be sure to explain this television show (giving a summary of the show that 
spans NO MORE THAN TWO PARAGRAPHS), and build the argument you will make. For example, if I 
was to write about Digimon and argue that the show was better than other popular anime of its time I 
would summarize the show and then discuss things like how it taught about different cultures to show 
its value. The purpose of this paper is to get you to critically think about the value media has and how it 
affects our minds, especially for children.  

In order to help get you in practice of relying on opinions other than your own, each Argument Paper 
must have three properly cited sources. Each of these sources must move your argument forward, 
either by supporting your argument or providing the opposition to show a knowledge of both sides.  
These sources must be properly cited in the paper and on a Works Cited page at the end of it (Works 
Cited pages DO NOT count in the page count).  

There are some similarities between the Argument Paper and the Argument Essay, however. The 
counter argument is one such similarity. For one paragraph, preferably the one before your conclusion, 
you must argue the position that opposes the one in the majority of your paper. This would mean that in 
my counter argument paragraph I would have to discuss why some may feel that Digimon isn’t that 
great of a show. I could talk about how Digimon isn’t as popular as a few of its contemporaries or how it 
isn’t as long running. So long as I thoroughly defend my position and defeat my counter argument by the 
end of the paragraph, I can use whatever points as counter points I so chose. 

Remember that your rough drafts must be printed out and brought to class on February 8th. On that day 
we will have in-class peer review of your drafts. Your final drafts must be uploaded to Canvas by 9:00pm 
on March 3rd. Only by doing all three components of this assignment will you even have the 
opportunity to receive an “A” for it. If you have any further questions feel free to talk to me after class, 
come to my office, or email me. 


