
Super Source 

Use this packet as a “cheat sheet” for finding and citing sources in MLA style. There are two terms you MUST 

know the difference between: sources (places where you find information to put in your argument like books, 

periodicals, and websites), and citations (the list of sources organized in MLA style). For further information on all 

of this, including other sources, search for the Purdue OWL on Google and go to their website for MLA. 

Finding sources to support your argument are key components of crafting a strong argument. You must 

determine whether or not a source works for your argument, or works against it, and how you can use it in 

your paper. When you find those great sources that just work in your paper, you must know and certain 

key things about them like the name of the source (the title) and the source’s author.  

With that information you can move to actually quoting the information in your paper. Though it is 

called quoting, quoting a source in your paper can stand for direct quotes (when you pull exact 

information from a source and place it in your paper) or paraphrasing (when you summarize what a 

source has said and place it in your own words) The first time you use a source in your paper you must 

introduce it with phrases like “According to ________,” or “_______ believes that…”, “In the article 

____________,” to show that these are words separate from your own viewpoints. 

After you have found your source and quoted it, it is important to be able to properly cite your sources. 

Depending on where you get your sources from, how exactly you cite (refer others to where you got your 

information from) your sources will change. To give examples, we will discuss four types of sources and 

how to cite them: books, periodicals (journals, magazines, yearbooks, and newspapers), qualitative and 

quantitative research (interviews and surveys), and web. You cite sources two ways: in-text and a works 

cited page. We will start with how to cite these sources in the paper.  

To show the difference between your words and your source’s words, an in-text citation (a citation in 

your paper rather than the list at the end of it) is necessary. Depending on the type of source you use and 

what information is available from this source, your in-text citation may change. If you have a source that 

names the author and a page number, you can follow the author-page citation style. It usually looks like 

this: 

“But look at it this way, at least you know your Dad will be out eventually. At least 

you have a chance of seeing him again” (Haynes 102).  

Notice that the author’s last name (Haynes) and the page number (102) went in a parenthesis together at 

the end of the quote, and the parenthesis was followed by the sentence’s punctuation (.). Remember that 

even when paraphrasing your source must be cited:  

De’s constant battle with this lack of parental figures really defines his character 

throughout Legend of the Orange Scepter (Haynes 102).  

If the source does not have an author you would place the first important word of the title (that means no 

“The”, “A”, or “An”) in the parenthesis with the page number. Notice that a smaller work (a book 

chapter, periodical article title, web article title, etc..) is written in “quotation marks” and a larger work 

(book title, journal/magazine/newspaper article, or web site title) is italicized (or underlined if you are 

handwriting the citation).  

(Legend 102) 

If the work does not have a page number you will replace the page number with the first word of the title. 

It would look like this: 



(Haynes, Legend) 

If you have neither the author or page number for a source, or the source summary of your 

qualitative/quantitative research, then each time you quote that source you must introduce it.  

In the book Legend of the Orange Scepter, the author has characters like De struggle. 

 

Now we will move to how to cite sources on the Works Cited page. In order to understand how to cite 

each of these sources, we must first discover what the types of sources are. Keep in mind that these are 

only four of the almost infinite types of sources you can use to write your paper.  

We will start with book sources. Book sources are when you get the information to support your 

argument from a book, either a print book (a physical book you can hold) or an electronic book (an e-

book or digital copy of a book). Book sources are the foundation of finding information. Long before the 

internet or visual media existed this was how information was gathered. It remains the foundation of 

sources, as the set-up for citing a book source serves as the foundation for all other sources. A book 

source MUST follow this set up: 

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Publication Date. 

The citation above starts with the author’s name (Names in MLA style should ALWAYS be written last 

name, and then the first name). What follows is a period. This is important because the punctuation is 

VITAL to a proper citation. After that period comes the title of the book in italics. If you are handwriting 

a citation, you must underline what is supposed to be italicized. What ends the citation is the publisher 

and the publication date, both of which can be found on the first couple pages of a citation, like so: 

 

Notice that here you can see the publication date (when the book was published, in this case 1935) and 

the publisher (who put this book out: the Whitman Publishing Company). These will finish out your 

citation of when you use a large portion of a book to make an argument. Things may change a bit if you 

are only referring to a single chapter.  

Last name, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Book, edited by Editor's Name(s), 

Publisher, Year, Page range of entry. 

The only differences between this and the entire book source is the addition of the smaller work: the 

chapter/story/article title. After the name of the author, you would add the title of the chapter/story/article 

in quotation marks (“  ”) and then the title of the book itself. If the book has an editor (someone who put 

all the chapters/stories/articles together in the book, but didn’t necessarily write all of them) then you 



must put that person’s name after the title of the book. Be on the lookout for if the book has an author 

or an editor.  

                               VS      

(The left is an editor; the right is an author. A text that is edited by someone will usually have the word 

Editor on the cover and/or will have articles by different authors inside.) 

 

Lastly, the page range (what pages the that the chapter/story/article is on) should end the citation.  

Sample Book Citation(s): 

Haynes, Marcus. Legend of the Orange Scepter. Ratchedemic Press, 2015 

Haynes, Marcus. “Fun Times in the Factory.” Legend of the Orange Scepter, Ratchedemic Press, 2015,  

140-149 

Notice the indentation of the second line, the punctuation of each source, and how the page numbers 

and year are written.  

Below, use the first blank to cite an entire book. Then use the second blank to cite a chapter/article 

from said book.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Periodical sources (journals, magazines, etc. Basically things that come out regularly, or periodically) 

are another classic type of source. Periodicals have been a prominent part of research ever since 

newspapers became a thing, but in today’s time these periodicals have been present both in print (physical 

journals and magazines) and web (digital journals and magazines). There are two major ways to write a 

periodical citation: how to write a newspaper/yearbook citation and how to write a journal/magazine 

citation. First up is the newspaper/yearbook citation.  

Last name, First name. "Title of Article." Title of Periodical, edited by Editor's 

Name(s), Publisher, Year, Page range of entry. 

Just like with a book chapter/story/article citation, a periodical citation starts off with the author’s name, 

the smaller work (the periodical article title), and the larger work (the actual periodical title). Following 

the periodical title is the editor, and it ends with the publisher, the year of publication and the page range. 

If any of this information is unknown, we simply remove it from the citation. One way your periodical 

citation could look is like this: 

Kerk, Catherine. "O’Bannon Graduate to Host Book Signing Today." Delta Democrat Times, 25 Nov.  

2015, B3. 

Haynes, Marcus. “I Am a BRAVE: The Rise and Fall of ‘Jacobs State’.” The Alcornite, edited by  

Christopher Davis, Alcorn State University: University Relations, 2010, 139 

 

Notice that for the newspaper citation some of the information is missing and the date and page number 

may be written a bit differently.  

The second type of periodical citations you must be wary of is the journal/magazine citations. You have 

both popular journals and magazines and scholarly journals and magazines, but both are cited the same 

way. Popular journals and magazines are ones you might buy at the grocery store that can be written by 

(essentially) anyone, while scholarly journals and magazines are sources that have been peer reviewed, 

meaning that several people have checked the source to ensure that it is legitimate. These periodicals are 

set up like this: 

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Journal, Volume, Issue, Year, pages. 

The addition here is the volume and issue. This can be found along the spine of the journal/magazine, on 

the first few pages, on the table of contents, or along the bottom of each page. Make sure that you check 

all four places before giving up on finding the volume and issue. After you are done, the citation should 

look like this: 

Haynes, Marcus. “Sickly Sweet: Southern Non-Normative Lifestyles as presented in Randall Kenan’s A  

Visitation of Spirits.” Rising Stars. vol. 15, no.1, 2011, 25-27. 

 



Notice how the different sections of the citation are written in each periodical citation! These will be 

VERY important for later, more complex papers! 

 

Below, cite at least two (2) DIFFERENT types of periodicals from the four (4) provided.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The next type of source we will look at is the qualitative/quantitative research. Qualitative research is a 

source that is credible because of its quality. It is something that holds value because of who/where it 

comes from, like an interview with a person knowledgeable of the topic. Quantitative research is a source 

that is credible because of its quantity. It is something that holds value because of how many people 

say/believe something, like a survey with various results. Both of these sources have different purposes in 

backing up an argument and have different ways to be cited in your paper.  

Since qualitative research can be done as an interview, it must be cited like so: 

Name of interviewee (Last name, First name). Personal Interview. Date of Interview.  

Haynes, Marcus. Personal Interview. 22 Nov 2016.  

Since quantitative research can be done like a survey, we would have to make sure that we title the survey 

and cite it like this:  

Name of person administering the survey. “Title of Survey.” Date Survey Was Given.  

Haynes, Marcus. “Diversity in Children’s/YA Books.” 10 Oct 2016.  

Remember that qualitative/quantitative research must ALWAYS be introduced when you quote them in 

a paper. Qualitative research should always use the interviewee’s name as introduction (According to 

Haynes…) and quantitative should always turn the information into numbers (70% of the people 

surveyed felt that…) 

 

 



Ask three people how they feel about the television show you chose for your paper. Below, use the 

first blank to cite AT LEAST ONE of those qualitative sources. Then, use the second blank to 

convert those three interviews into a numerical quantitative source (“One of the three people 

interviewed believe…”) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The last type of citation we will discuss here is the web citation. Web sources are (fairly) recent additions 

to research, but remain the most popular type of sources for many students of the digital age. Web sources 

are specifically websites (but not books, magazines, journals, etc.) you find online. This means something 

only counts as a web source if it is a website by itself. For example, blogs and scholarly websites (ones 

that end in .edu, .org, or .gov) count as web sources, but Yahoo! News articles would count as periodicals 

(since Yahoo! News is essentially a newspaper) and an e-book you check out from the library would 

count as a book. You must be careful of what type of source you are looking at to know what citation to 

use.  

Title of Website. Publisher, Publication Date, URL. Date of Access. 

There are quite a few changes to the website citation if you’re getting information from multiple sites. 

Firstly, you’ll notice that the author’s name is missing. Since many websites do not have the author of the 

pages/owner of the site readily visible, and many who do have the author readily visible use aliases and 

screennames, MLA suggests that for web citations you skip the author’s name and start with the title of 

the website. Following the title of the website is who makes this website available. The publisher of a 

website is the company (or person) who pays for the site to be available, and usually this can be found at 

the very bottom of the website in question, like this:  



 

You’ll notice at the above website the publication information; the publisher and the publication date, is 

at the very bottom of the page. Though I wouldn’t advise you to cite Wikipedia as one of your sources, 

it is easiest to see how to cite the publisher through here. The last two parts of a web citation are the URL 

(you would copy and paste the web address where you found the source) and the date of access. A URL is 

essentially the full link to the website that you were on, and the date of access is the date that YOU went 

to said website to find the information. Your web citation should look like this:  

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008,  

owl.english.purdue.edu/owl. Accessed 23 Apr. 2008. 

Things change a bit if you want to cite a specific page of a website rather than get information from the 

entire site. Just like when citing a chapter/story/article in a book or the specific periodical article in a 

journal, magazine, or newspaper, you would place the name of the website page before the actual website 

title.  

“Title of Page.” Title of Website. Publisher, Publication Date, URL. Date of Access. 

“Blacker the College….” MHaynes.org. Squarespace, 24 Mar. 2015,  

www.mhaynes.org/blog/2015/3/24/the-blacker-the-college. 3 Nov. 2016. 

Pay close attention to what you are citing when you are doing a web citation. If you are getting 

information from the entire site (i.e. multiple pages) then cite the entire site. If you are getting 

information from only one page in particular, cite only that page.  

Below, cite a website about your television show. Be sure to get all the information from that 

website that you can.  

 



_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Before we move on to the final part of citing sources, we must go back to what was said about in-

text citations. Using two (2) of the sources you found above, pull out a quote from each and write 

the in-text citation for both sources.  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The last thing to know about citing sources is what you do with them at the end. Below is a sample works 

cited page that you can use to show you how to create your own works cited page for your essays. Just 

remember a few key things about your works cited page and MLA style in general: 

 WORKS CITED PAGES DO NOT COUNT IN YOUR FINAL PAGE COUNT (if you have 

three pages and a works cited page, that is not four full pages. You need four full pages of 

ARGUMENT to get full credit for this assignment).  

 Works Cited pages must have the words “Works Cited” at the top of the page with no special 

fonts (no bold, no underline, no italics, no larger or DIFFERENT FONT) and should still have your 

last name and the page number in the top right hand corner of the page. 

 Citations should be organized in alphabetical order based off the first thing in the citation (that 

means they should be ordered by the author’s last name or the first word of the title if there is no 

author). Numbers come before the letter A, so should be first on a Works Cited page. 

 The second line onward of every citation should be indented (press the TAB button on your 

computer).  

 Remember that dates are ALWAYS written in the Date Month Year format with you abbreviating 

the month to its first three letters. (Ex: 4 Nov. 2016).  



Haynes 5 

Works Cited 

“Blacker the College….” MHaynes.org. Squarespace, 24 Mar. 2015,  

www.mhaynes.org/blog/2015/3/24/the-blacker-the-college. 3 Nov. 2016. 

Haynes, Marcus. “Fun Times in the Factory.” Legend of the Orange Scepter, Ratchedemic Press, 2015,  

140-149 

Haynes, Marcus. Personal Interview. 22 Nov 2016.  

 

Haynes, Marcus. “Sickly Sweet: Southern Non-Normative Lifestyles as presented in Randall Kenan’s A  

Visitation of Spirits.” Rising Stars. vol. 15, no.1, 2011, 25-27. 

 

Using the above works cited page as an example, create your own works cited page using ALL 

FOUR (4) of the sources you found earlier. 

__________ 5 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


