
Response Paper Topics 

Over the course of the semester you will write two (2) response papers. You may choose any two of the 

four (4) genres to do your response papers on, so long as you turn in your paper the Sunday after 

the last day of each genre. (September 10th for Science Fiction, October 8th for Fantasy, November 5th 

for Horror and December 3rd for (Alternate) History). Each response paper is worth 10% of your final 

grade, so take the time to answer each question to the best of your ability. A response paper template will 

be provided for you to see how to construct your response, but know that response papers must be two 

(2) pages MINIMUM.  

 

Science Fiction 

Probably the most common thread throughout this genre is Black people being used and abused by 

scientific advancements and experimentation. Black people have written about that abuse for decades to 

tell their stories, but could science fiction have other purposes? Could these stories be used to encourage 

more Black children to go into STEM fields, for example? Talk about why or why not, being as 

descriptive as possible about what an empowering science fiction story must look like. 

  

Fantasy 

The three primary traits of fantasy (adventure, heroism, and self-discovery) are all extraordinarily 

important for Black audiences, especially Black children, to see. With Black children brutalized at every 

turn in the real world, now more than ever it is necessary to see Black children in their full humanity. 

Take one, two, or all three of these traits of fantasy and talk about how seeing more of that/those trait(s) in 

Black children could’ve avoided one of the tragedies we see befalling them. You may use real news 

stories if desired.   

 

Horror 

Throughout this genre we have looked at different situations that could be, and many times are, horrifying 

to Black people. However, fear is often a very personal thing. Talk in depth about what a horror text (film 

or story) would look like from YOUR point of view. What would be scary to you? Could you survive and 

learn from your horrific ordeal? Be as descriptive as possible (stories are welcome) and talk about what 

scares you. 

 

(Alternate) History 

Thanks to the subgenres of (Alternate) History we are exposed to almost the entire timeline of Black life, 

starting in pre-colonial Africa and leading up to a few decades ago. Years from now, the era of time from 

the 80s to the present will become a part of this timeline: what do you think that subgenre will/should be 

called? What important events in Black life do you think this new subgenre will deal with? Talk about 

this new subgenre and what it would/should include. 


